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From the Associate Pastor’s Pen… 
  

“Would You Dare to Rob God?” 
 

Would anyone ever consider doing that?  Well, yes they would!  There are several good 
examples in the Bible.  With human nature being what it is, it is likely many people are robbing him 
today. 

One of the main texts dealing with this is in Malachi 3:6,8 -10.  God speaks through the prophet 
and says, “For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
(That’s good news for all of us, for we all fall short of God’s standards in some way.) “Will man rob 
God?  Yet you are robbing me.  But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’  In your tithes and 
contributions.  You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you.  Bring 
the full tithe (10%) into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  And thereby put me to 
the test, says the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for 
you a blessing until there is no more need.” 

Yes, this was an Old Testament covenant instruction, and we don’t view it as a “requirement” 
for New Testament Christians.  But it does give us a glimpse into what pleases God.  Many believe 
that this is a good goal or guideline and have testified that God has poured out blessings on them 
when they have given ten percent or more.  

Furthermore, the New Testament does stress the importance of our returning to God part of 
what He has given to us.  2 Corinthians 9:6 gives us a promise also: “The point is this: whoever 
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.” 

Now, why am I tackling such a sensitive subject at this time?  Well, there is concern that we 
might fall behind and not be able to pay our bills over the summer.  Many people at St. Mark have 
given regularly and generously, and with the blessing of God we have been able to meet our 
obligations so far.  But with the struggling economy and the relocation of some of our members, 
supporting our ministry is a constant challenge.  Then, too, I understand that there are a significant 
number of members who contribute little or nothing to this ministry.  

Here are some things to consider as we work together as Christians to meet this challenge: 
1) Pray about this, both for yourself and for others. 
2) Put what you will return to the Lord aside FIRST.  Then move on in faith and trust that God 

will provide for you with what is left. 
3) Have a goal for your giving and stick to it.  It does not have to be ten percent, but you 

should be aware of what percent you are returning for kingdom work 
4) Don’t fail to return an offering to God because you missed church or were away on 

vacation.  We have pretty much the same bills each month. 
5) Invite others to church, including missing members.  It is the Holy Spirit working through the 

Word than changes hearts and strengthens our faith. (see Philippians 2:13 below) 
 

-- Pastor Ken Welsh 
  
Bible Verse of the Month: “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his 
good purpose.”  Philippians 2:13 
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NEWS AND NOTES ABOUT THE CONGREGATION 
(AND BEYOND!) 

 
From the Newsletter Editor 

 
Thanks to everyone who 
contributed information for this 
issue of the newsletter.  I 
couldn’t do it without you!  

Please remember that the deadline is the 
third Sunday of the month.  Short, concise 
articles from all contributors are always 
greatly appreciated. 
 Thank you all for your consideration and 
help. 

-- the church elf 
 

 
 

Thank You 
 

The St. Mark Handbell Choir would like to 
thank everyone who attended the “closing of 
the folders” concert.  They enjoyed sharing 
their love of music with you. 

Thank you also to everyone who worked 
at and supported the 2010 Plant Sale.  
Special thanks to Chef Dave Bunsey for the 
burgers and hot dogs. 
 

 
 

Church Picnic 
 

There will be a picnic at church 
after the third worship service on 
Sunday, July 25.  A fun time for is 
promised.  For more information, 

watch the church bulletins, or contact Ron 
Meister or Dave Toth.  
 

 
 

St. Mark Annual “This and That” 
Community Sale 

 
The annual St. Mark This and That 

Community Rummage Sale will be held on 
Saturday, September 11 from 9:00 a.m. until 

4:00 p.m.  Please save your valuable unused 
items to share with the sale.  We are going to 
take clothing this year and hope to use 
several of the rooms on the lower level of the 
church.  Please donate GOOD used clothing 
that is CLEAN.  Thank you for your help with 
this request. 

You may begin bringing your items in 
during the first week of August.  Place them 
in the room off Fellowship Hall. 

If you would be interested in renting a 
space for the sale, please contact Edie 
Fetheroff (440-338-3982) or Joan Shaw 
(440-256-8229) 
 

 
 

Congratulations! 
 

Congratulations go out to our high school 
and college graduates: 
 
Name    Degree and School    
Benjamin Burke Professional Chef Certificate 

from ICAISI 
Nicole Pavilonis Associate of Arts from Lakeland 

College 
Michael Repas, Jr. Bachelor of Arts from The 

American  
 University 
Eric Stendalen Bachelor of Arts from Cleveland 

State University 
Daniel Stone-Dailey Diploma from Berkshire High 

School 
Emily Vesbach Bachelor of Arts from The Ohio 

State University 
 
May God bless, guide, and protect them 
through the coming years. 
 

 
 

Stained Glass Windows 
 

The stained glass windows will be 
dedicated on Sunday, August 29.  Since this 
is the fifth Sunday of the month, there will be 
a single service at 9:30 a.m.  Plan on 
attending this special service. 
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GROUP HAPPENINGS 
 

 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
 

Northeast Zone Fall Retreat 
 
The Fall Retreat of the Northeast Zone 
is scheduled for Saturday, September 
25 at the YMCA Retreat Center and 
Chapel in Perry.  Cost for the day is 

$20.00.  Registration forms and full information can 
be found at the Women’s League table next to 
Fellowship Hall.   
 
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 
 

Eighteen men met on Saturday, June 5, at the 
Towne House Restaurant in Chesterland.  We were 
delighted that Lionel from Haiti was able to join us 
and that Matt Meister came for the first time. 

President Ron Meister led our study period and 
continued to stress ways in which we can witness 
about our faith.  He cited examples from the life of 
Moses, Peter, and Thomas.  

Several people at the breakfast shared their 
personal experiences in talking about Jesus.  It 
really is not as hard as we make it out to be.  It 
comes down more to “our availability rather than our 
ability”.  

With so many of our leaders scheduled to be 
away, Coordinator Ron Cudnik (440-338-3735) has 
decided that we will not meet in July.  The next 
breakfast meeting is scheduled for Saturday, August 
7, at 9:00 a.m.  We hope to see you then. Give 
some thought to guests you might invite. 
 
 

TEENS FOR CHRIST 

So what has T4C done this year? Check 
out our wide variety of activities that we 
have done by God's grace and His 

awesome will...with many more on the way for the 
coming year! 
 
 Wrote mission statement: St. Mark Teens 

For Christ (T4C)-fostering friendships, mixing 
talents, nurturing spiritual growth, managing 
life's issues, engaging teens in service, and 
having fun...all in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savior 

 
 Named ourselves and claimed Romans 1:16 

as our group's verse 
 Served meals at Building Hope in the City in 

both September and March 
 Had great discussions in bi-weekly 

meetings...topics included: sin, making a 
difference at school and with friends, 
meeting people where they are to better 
share God's Word, and having hearts and 
hands to reach out to His people. 

 Attended Youth for Christ's "Focus on the 
Cross" in August. 

 Some attended "The Fest" Christian music 
festival at Borromeo Seminary. 

 Enjoyed fellowship at the November "Thanks 
for Youth" breakfast and was introduced to 
Christian comedian, Tim Hawkins. 

 Led Advent worship in December in the 
Sunday School program, "How Richly We've 
Adorned You" 

 Some members helped the Women's 
League clean up after their annual holiday 
boutique. 

 Hosted a "Fish House" Coffee House and 
Talent night in February, performing 8 acts to 
30 eager audience members. 

 Decorated Easter eggs for Easter morning 
worship 

 Some ventured out for cross country skiing 
at Chapin Forest. 

 Joined forces with Chester Christian for a 
Chester Progressive Lunch, and enjoyed 
fellowship and fun while eating our way 
through Chesterland, and then having a 
culminating kickball game near Chester's 
gazebo. 

 Cleaned outside areas of the church, 
mulched, and helped remove excess brush 
and branches.  Also began a "renovation" of 
the youth room...thoroughly cleaned up the 
room and prepared it for a fresh coat of paint 
that will be done in the summer of 2010. 

 Collected $150.00 from aluminum can 
collection. 

 Used some of our aluminum can money to 
send 80 Power Bars to Peter Schmidt's 
Marine platoon during their final week of boot 
camp. 
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 Also used some of the money to purchase a 
yard of mulch for St. Mark's playground. 

 Again, used some of our money to contribute 
$60.00 to Pennies For Rice 

 Some young men also helped serve at the 
Women's League Tea in May. 

 The young men of the group, with the 
assistance of some great dads revamped the 
sand volleyball court and included tearing 
out the weeds, and then hauling 10 tons of 
sand and spreading it out to make a beautiful 
place to use for the summer. 

 The finale for the year was a study break 
barbecue in June, inviting both the middle 
school and the high school youth for dinner, 
devotions and games. 

 
Do you know a teen in grades 6-12?  Let them 

know about T4C!  We are a group-in-progress...and 
eager to develop teens who love the Lord and who 
are ready to serve in and grow His kingdom!  See 
Andrea Egan (729-2998 or eganandi@aol.com) for 
more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
 

Summary of June 13 Meeting Minutes 
 

12 women were present at the 10:45 a.m. 
meeting.  After an opening devotion led by Hildred 
Tornberg, thank you notes were read, and the 
minutes of the May meeting were reviewed and 
approved. 
 The following expenditures were discussed and 
approved:  $300.00 to Patrick Burke to attend 
Luther Summer Music Academy;  up to $500.00 to 
replace the preschool storage building;  $500.00 to 
Holly Myers for items for the Storks Nest, an 
organization at Huron Road Hospital that provides 
layette items for indigent mothers;  purchase of a 
new commercial dishwasher. 
 The Mother’s Day event and annual plant sale 
were successful.  Monthly Wednesday lunches will 
be continued through the end of the year.  There is 
a busy and varied calendar of events planned for 
the rest of the year (see meeting minutes on the 
Women’s League table outside Fellowship Hall for 
the complete list). 
 After a break for the summer, the next meeting 
of the Women’s League will be held on Sunday, 
September 12 in Fellowship Hall during the 10:45 
a.m. worship service.  All women members of St. 
Mark are members of the Women’s League, and are 
invited to attend. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



6



7



8

July 2010

“July is Freedom Month!”

July 4, 1776 was a memorable day in the history of the United States of America.  On that day, 
the founding fathers of our nation declared their independence from England and English rule.  
Each year we pause to remember the freedoms we enjoy and give thanks for all those brave men 
and women from 1776 to this date who have risked their lives for the sake of freedom and 
independence. We enjoy the freedom of religion, of gathering in public, of oppression from the 
government or any other agency.  We have the freedom of electing our national, state, and local 
leaders into office as our leaders.  In November, we will have the opportunity to exercise that 
freedom one more time.  It is our privilege and duty to vote whenever we have the opportunity. 
History teaches us that national apathy has destroyed numerous empires and America can also 
flounder and fail if we citizens do not exercise our freedoms in a responsible way.

Not only are we citizens of probably the greatest nation in the history of mankind, but we are 
also citizens of the Kingdom of God!  Because of that citizenship, we enjoy countless freedoms 
and blessings, like the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  These freedoms and blessings 
come to us at a great cost--not on our part, but on the part of our gracious Savior Jesus who 
offered Himself up to death as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Even 
though we can never adequately express our thanks to Jesus, we can by the power of the Holy 
Spirit live each day more and more like the children of God.  In Colossians 3:12-17, we find a 
list of virtues that are appropriate for us as God’s children.

God’s children are stewards or managers of the many blessings that God has bestowed upon us.  
Stewardship is not meant to be an oppressive response to God’s grace and goodness, but rather a 
joyful response.  In our church we have defined stewardship this way:  “Christian stewardship is 
the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the church, in managing all 
of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”  What a beautiful definition for our Christian 
stewardship!

Because Christ has redeemed us to be the children of God and heirs of salvation, we have the 
privilege and responsibility to give evidence of this precious freedom through our words and 
actions.  Jesus changes everything in our lives (relationships, use of money, time, talents, and so 
much more) so that we practice our stewardship not in order to gain salvation, but rather as a free 
and joyous response because of what God has already done for us through the sacrifice of Jesus 
and the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.

What a joy to freely and joyfully practice Christian stewardship not because we have to but 
because we get to! Enjoy your freedom as a citizen of the United States of America and a 
citizen of the kingdom of God and let your life show it!

LCMS Congregational Services
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THOSE SERVING US IN JULY 
 

ACOLYTES 
 8:15 a.m.    10:45 a.m.       
  4 Adam Douglas   Jenna Ebersbacher 
11 Nicholas Meyer   Joe/Josh Egan 
18 Tim Burke    Paige Coradetti 
25 Matthew Ziccarelli  Keenan Morgan 
 
 
LAY READERS 
 8:15 a.m.    10:45 a.m. 
  4 Ron Meister    Paula Holt 
11 Janet Vesbach   Bob Boddy 
18 Chris Meister   Kathy Zehnder 
25 Mark Schmidt   Donna Toth 
 
 
NURSERY 
 9:30 a.m.      10:45 a.m. 
  4 volunteer needed    Tracy and Jason Deets 
11 Frances and Michael Atwara volunteer needed 
18 Christy and Tony Kohnle  Kim and David Palivec 
25 Sandy and Ed Gembka   volunteer needed 
 
 
PRAYER LEADERS  
  8:15 a.m.   10:45 a.m. 
  
 
 
USHERS 
 8:15 a.m.        9:30 a.m.       10:45 a.m. 
  4           Mark and Eric Uchbar 
11           Bob Schneider and Ed Gembka 
18           Jeff Atchley and Josh Antonello 
25           Chuck and Jamie Nicoletti 
 
 
COFFEE HOUR 

 
  4 Team 5  Dianna Monaghan, Lori Cudnik, Gerry Grubac, Brigette Keil, Jamie Nicoletti, Kim Palivec 

11 Team 6: Monica McGurer, Diane Archer, Sarah Deau, Edie Fetheroff, Donna Robinson, Jane Webb, Kathy Zehnder 

18 Team 7: Ronda Schween, Marie Bartels, Sue Brill, Sandy Gembka, Linda Grimm, Dotty Harvey 

25 Team 1: Virginia Burke, Sally Ahrens, Alisha Allen, Toni Atchley, Betty Judkins, Joan Kinnaird, Dawn Laszlo 
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A LOOK AHEAD:  THOSE SERVING US IN AUGUST 
 
ACOLYTES 
 8:15 a.m.    10:45 a.m.       
  1 Brandon Springer  Cody Paternitti 
  8 Andy Csepi    Josh/Joe Egan 
15       Tim Burke 
22 Isabella Schmidt  Paige Coradetti 
29 Adam Douglas   Matthew Ziccarelli 
 
 
LAY READERS 
 8:15 a.m.      10:45 a.m. 
  1 Jackie Rychel     Beth Reksten 
  8 Mike Douglas     Diane Keehl 
15 Sarah Deau      Regina Mesa 
22 Dan Cicchella     Tim Holt 
29 Nick Nicholson (one service at 9:30 a.m.) 
 
 
NURSERY 
 9:30 a.m.      10:45 a.m. 
  1 Toni and Jeff Atchley   Marie Bartels 
  8 Lynn and Paul Whitmore  Jill and Lin Pavilonis 
15 Lisa and Erik Pederson   Joanne Sutton 
22 volunteer needed    Sarah Deau 
29 no nursery service    no nursery service 
 
 
PRAYER LEADERS   
  8:15 a.m.   10:45 a.m. 
  
 
 
USHERS 
 8:15 a.m.        9:30 a.m.       10:45 a.m. 
  1           Mark and Eric Uchbar 
  8           Ed Gembka and Bob Schneider 
15           Jeff Atchley and Josh Antonello 
22           Chuck and Jamie Nicoletti 
29 (one service at 9:30 a.m.;  ushers to be assigned) 
 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
  1 Team 2: 

  8 Team 3: Janet Vesbach, Carol Deau, Susan Hallums, Amanda Hedrick, Winnie Holt, MariJane Pavilonis,  
Dawn Roth 

15 Team 4: Kelley Meyer, Lisa Feigle, Donna Nass, Tina Repas, Karen Springer, Lee Stone, Shawn Ziccarelli 

22 Team 5  Dianna Monaghan, Lori Cudnik, Gerry Grubac, Brigette Keil, Jamie Nicoletti, Kim Palivec 

29 Team 6: Monica McGurer, Diane Archer, Sarah Deau, Edie Fetheroff, Donna Robinson, Jane Webb, Kathy Zehnder 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
 
 
 
  2 Lauren Kohnle 
 Beth Christopherson 
  4 Andreas Csepi 
 Sarah Stone 
  5 Kellye Douglas 

Matthew Meister 
 Leah Webb 
  6 Donna Nass 
  7 Paula Holt 
 Jamie Nicoletti 
  9 Brandon Springer 

Emily Vesbach 
11 Linda Bencic 
 Allison Palivec 
12 Sean Larrick 
 

13 Timothy Bunsey 
 Carmen Paterniti 
 Robyn Paterniti 
14 Matthew Webb    
17 Diana Adam 
18 Jenna Ebersbacher 

Edward Tornberg 
 Suzanne Schmidt 
19 Gay Welsh 
20 Raymond Gilbert 
21 Dylan Reksten 
22 Sally Ahrens 
23 Dennis Vig 
24 Dawn Simonetti 
25 Ron Cudnik 
 Dianne Archer 

27 Ronda Schween 
28 Joseph Egan 
29 Ethan Williams 
30 Jennifer Wilson 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erik and Lisa Pederson    July 10, 1999 
Paul and Janet Vesbach    July 14, 1990 
David and Donna Toth    July 19, 1975 
Thomas and Theresa Molkentin  July 20, 1985 
Don and Patti Lombardy    July 22, 1978 
Lawrence and Gayle Tomko   July 23, 1966 
Laurence and Brigitte Keil   July 25, 1981 
Jeffrey and Suzanne Fisher   July 27, 1991 
George and Dawn Laszlo    July 29, 1995 
Pastor George and Kathy Zehnder July 30, 1977 
 



July 2010
Monthly Planner

Printed by Calendar Creator for Windows 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
9:00 AM GPT

Rehearsal

10:00 AM
Praise Team

Rehearsal

4
8:15 AM Worship

9:30 AM Education
Hour

9:30 AM Gathering

10:45 AM
Contemporary

Worship

5
11:00 AM Fourth
of July Parade

Office Closed

6
6:45 PM Women's

Bible Class at
Jane Webb's

7:00 PM Softball

7
Mission Trip to

Haiti

8 9 10
9:00 AM GPT

Rehearsal

10:00 AM
Praise Team

Rehearsal

11
8:15 AM Worship

9:30 AM Education
Hour

9:30 AM Gathering

10:45 AM
Contemporary

Worship

12
6:30 PM Baord of

Elders

8:00 PM Council

13
6:45 PM Women's

Bible Class at
Jane Webb's

7:00 PM Softball

14 15 16 17
9:00 AM GPT

Rehearsal

10:00 AM
Praise Team

Rehearsal

18
8:15 AM Worship

9:30 AM Education
Hour

9:30 AM Gathering

10:45 AM
Contemporary

Worship

19
7:30 PM

Preschool Board

20
6:45 PM Women's

Bible Class at
Jane Webb's

7:00 PM Softball

21 22 23 24
9:00 AM GPT

Rehearsal

10:00 AM
Praise Team

Rehearsal

25
8:15 AM Worship

9:30 AM Education
Hour

9:30 AM Gathering

10:45 AM
Contemporary

Worship

12:00 PM Church
Picnic

26 27
6:45 PM Women's

Bible Class at
Jane Webb's

7:00 PM Softball

28
11:00 AM -1:30
PM Free Lunch

29 30 31
9:00 AM GPT

Rehearsal

10:00 AM
Praise Team

Rehearsal

Jun 2010
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

Aug 2010
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31






